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WELCOME

Feminist school of thought has throughout contemporary history been a
productive and critical interference with the kind of architecture we
write with a capital A. To quote Katarina Bonnevier!, “the risky practice of
challenging convention [...] is at heart of feminist scholarship”.
HegemonicandcanonicalunderstandingsofArchitectureoftentimespresentthe
practice as either a type of technical engineering, a part of the rationalist
science paradigm, or as an art form independently created by the male genius
artist. Female and queer presence as well as reproductive and collective
understadingsofarchitecturepresentsanoutrightchallengetosuchhegemony?.
Feministcontributionshaveemphasizedsituatednessandembodimentasaway
to counter perceptions of an objectively right design that has no flaws. With
such an approach, architectural agency cannot only be found in professional
practice but also in intersections with theory, art, and public everyday life*.

This  introductory literature list aims to present feminist
interference with canonical Architecture to a wider audience of students and
teachersattheschool(s) ofarchitecture.From Judith Butler’'s Gendertrouble®*to
Héléne Frichot’s® call to use theory as a tool to trouble Architecture, and Elke
Krasny's” suggestionsthatcare can trouble hegemonic, canonical, Westernand
modernist perceptions of Architecture - many feminist references help us with
the important act of “troubling”. Adhering to Sara Ahmed's® important call to
be brave and relentless enough to act as killjoys, those who kill the mood by
offering some hard facts and alternative perceptions, we hope that this
literature list will offer both comfort and discomfort for those brave enough to
enact trouble in a canonical setting.
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ABOUT THE LIST

This literature list was put together during 2021 to 2023 by JUST
ARCHITECTURE (the group for equality, equal treatment and
diversity at the Department of Architecture and Built Environment, LTH, Lund
University) in collaboration with the Library of Architecture and Design at LTH.
Thelistis directed towards students, teachers and employees at the School of
Architecture (and perhaps beyond) and aiming to be a broad
introduction to literary pieces which produces architecture as a relevant
matter for intersectional® feminist theory and practice - and intersectional
feminism as a relevant matter for architecture. Intersectionality includes, but
is not necessarily limited to, the intersecting relationships between bodily
function, crip and dis/ability; ethnicity, race, culture and de/coloniality;
genderand sexuality.Importantly, thelistisnotan attemptto presentaholistic
collection of all relevant publications, but is rather a curated collection of
introductory literature in these specific themes.

The literature list is categorized roughly into eight themes to represent
the broad scope of architecture. The first seven are: architecture, design,
geography,pedagogy/academia,theroleofthearchitectureprofessional,place
culture/useandurban.Thereissurely overlap betweenthesethemes,butsome
categorization seemed helpful and this one was favored over a categorization
betweendifferentsegmentsoffeministliterature.Inlinewith ourintersectional
approach, we believe that there are numerous factors to count into feminist
scholarship and that these are not separable from each other and hence could
not be divided into themes without undermining these relations. With this
being said, the eight and last theme is a list of some staple books in feminist
theories which are not necessarily articulated as related to architecture, but
which we believe can be very useful theory for architects, nevertheless.



The literature list builds upon interdisciplinary or non-disciplinary,
perhapsevenanti-disciplinary,relationshipsbetweenarchitectureandthemes,
theories and subjects outside the sphere of design and architecture practice.
While interdisciplinarity has been emphasized by Lund University for quite
some time now, and focuses on a closer engagement and looser boundaries
betweenacademicsubjects'®,antidisciplinaritycanbedescribedasrefusingthe
rigorous order of traditional canons in favor of a bit more inspiration and
unpredictability’’. These relations are easily grasped because of
architecture’sinterdisciplinarynature,rangingfromtechnicalandsocialmatters
to aesthetics'%. The purpose of engaging architects and architecture students
in these perspectives is to offer tools for critical thinking around architectural
practice and the theoretical canon that is dominant in architecture teaching
and pedagogy, or at least has been for a long time previously. This does not
mean that the literature presented here are not canonical, rather, they are
often very widely recognized texts in their own field or intersection of fields (of
intersectional feminist approaches to architecture). Although, their
integration with architecture* studies could still present a critical disruption to
an architectural canon.

This literature lists aims to become a support for collective critical
thinking about architecture in a manner of“being better with” or“being better
because of"'3. By building on existing scholarship, we can begin to detect what
is taken for granted or naturalized as truths in our own practices and ways of
thinking. Thank you to all writers featured in this list for your contributions to
this field and to our thinking. Hopefully, the reading will not only lead to more
individualsappreciatingthisscholarlyintersection,butalsosparknewandother
conversations at the school.

LOOKING FOR MORE?

The literaturelistis focused on Lund University resources, and thus everything
onthelist can be accessed particularly through the Library of Architecture and
Design, or alternatively through another library at the university (at the time of
finishing this list, August 2023).



Where to search: If youd like to find more literature in this subject field or
immerse yourself in a specific topic, you can search for information on your
own by using LUBsearch (lubsearch.lub.lu.se).

LUBsearch is the gateway to most resources owned by Lund University. Here
you find books, journals and articles, many of them electronic, ready for you to
download immediately. Due to the breadth of subjects at Lund University you
getaccesstoalotofdatabasesinareaslikesociology,pedagogyand psychology
as well as architecture and design and this diversity will meet this interdisci-
plinary subject well. You can choose to search in several databases at once by
searching in LUBsearch or choose to search in one subject-specific database.
Averyisasignificant database for architecture and design and searches can be
supplemented with searches in Socindex and Psycinfo.

How to search: Below are a few suggested search words listed, which can be
combined into block to search in this subject area. Please pick the terms that
suits your needs and combine them into a search block. It's also a good idea
whenyou find aninteresting article to look for useful keywords and theninclu-
de them when you search.

The first block contains words related to intersectional feminism and the se-
cond block contains words connected to architecture and design.

gender* OR feminis* OR equality OR transgend* OR disabilit*
OR crip* OR Igbt* OR intersection* OR homosex* or race* OR
queer* OR norm* OR women* OR lesbian* OR gay* OR bisex*
OR decolonial* OR postcolonial* OR ethnicit* OR indigenous

AND
architectur* OR urban* OR city* OR cities OR town* OR spati-

al* och space* OR movement* OR geography* OR design* OR
aesthetic*

Please contact the Library of Architecture and Design if you need further
support.


https://lubsearch.lub.lu.se
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13

Ahmed, Sara (2019). What's the use?: on the uses of use. Durham: Duke
University Press

Blidon,Marianne.(2022).Mapping LGBTQSpacesandPlaces:AChanging
World. Cham: Springer International Publishing AG

Butler, Judith (2015). Notes toward a performative theory of assembly.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press

Enke,Anne(2007).Findingthemovement:sexuality,contestedspace,and
feminist activism. Durham: Duke University Press

Furumark, Anna (red.) (2013). Att stora homogenitet. Lund: Nordic
Academic Press

Grosz, Elizabeth(1995).Space, time,and perversion:essaysonthepolitics
of bodies. New York: Routledge

Harvey,David(1990).Theconditionofpostmodernity:anenquiryintothe
origins of cultural change. Oxford: Blackwell

Malma universitet (2021). Queera historier fran Malmo. [Malmd]: Malmo
universitet.

Wilson, Elizabeth (1992). The sphinx in the city: urban life, the control of
disorder, and women. Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press




URBAN...

Bingaman, Amy, Sanders, Lise & Zorach, Rebecca (eds.) (2002).
Embodied utopias: gender, social change, and the modern
metropolis. London: Routledge

Bradley,Karin(2009).Justenvironments:politicisingsustainableurbandeve-
lopment. Diss. Stockholm: Kungliga Tekniska
hogskolan, 2009

Berry, Jess, Moore, Timothy, Kalms, Nicole & Bawden, Gene (eds.)
(2021).Contentiouscities:designandthegendered production of space.
London: Routledge

Doan, Petra L. (2015). Planning and LGBTQ communities: the need for
inclusive queer spaces. New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group

Gunnarsson-Ostling, Ulrika (2011). Just sustainable futures: Gender and
environmentaljusticeconsiderationsinplanning.Diss.Stockholm:Kungliga
Tekniska hogskolan, 2011

Hagbert, Pernilla (2018). Framtider bortom BNP-tillvaxt: slutrapport fran
forskningsprogrammet”BortomBNP-tillvaxt:scenarierforhallbartsamhalls-
byggande”.[Stockholm]:KTH Skolanforarkitekturoch samhallsbyggnad

Havik, Klaske, Pint, Kris, Riesto, Svava & Steiner, Henriette (eds.) (2021).
77 Minor Terms for Writing Urban Spaces. NaiOIO Publishers. Available

online:https://writingurbanplaces.eu/wp-content/uploads/200601-VA-
DEMECUM-DEF-VERSION.pdf

Hayden,Dolores(2002).RedesigningtheAmericandream:gender,housing,
and family life. Rev. and exp. New York, N.Y.: W. W. Norton



https://writingurbanplaces.eu/wp-content/uploads/200601-VADEMECUM-DEF-VERSION.pdf

15

Hayden, Dolores (1981). The grand domestic revolution: a history of
feministdesignforAmericanhomes,neighborhoods,andcities.Cambridge,
Mass.

Miranne, Kristine B. & Young, Alma H. (red.) (2000). Gendering the city:
women's boundaries and visions of urban life. Lanham, Md.: Rowman &
Littlefield

Pojani, Dorina (ed.) (2022). Alternative planning history and theory.
Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge

Samuels, Linda C. (2021). Infrastructural Optimism. Routledge

Sandercock,Leonie(1998).Towardscosmopolis:planningformulticultural
cities. Chichester: John Wiley & Sons

Berg, Marguerite van den (2017). Gender in the post-Fordist urban: the
genderrevolutioninplanningandpublicpolicy.Cham:PalgraveMacmillan
imprint, published by Springer Nature

Zukin,Sharon (1991).Landscapesof power:from Detroitto DisneyWorld.
Berkeley: University of California Press

Zukin, Sharon (2010). Naked city: the death and life of authentic urban
places. Oxford: Oxford University Press




ADDITIONAL FEMINIST LITERATURE

... that can be applied to architecture

Ahmed,Sara(2006).Queerphenomenology:orientations,objects,others.
Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press

Ambjornsson, Fanny (2021). Rosa: den farliga fargen. Ordfront forlag

Ambjornsson, Fanny (2006). Vad ar queer?. Stockholm:
Natur och kultur

Beauvoir, Simone de (1973). Det andra konet. Stockholm: Geber
Braidotti,Rosi.(2011).Nomadicsubjects:embodimentandsexualdifferen-
ceincontemporaryfeministtheory.2.ed.New York: Columbia University
Press

Butler, Judith (2004). Undoing gender. New York: Routledge

Butler, Judith (1993). Bodies That Matter. On the discursive limits of sex.
New York: Routledge.

Butler,Judith(1990).Gendertrouble:feminismandthesubversionofidenti-
ty. New York: Routledge

Chakrabarty,Dipesh(2000).ProvincializingEurope:postcolonialthought
and historical difference. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton Univ. Press

Connell, Raewyn & Pearse, Rebecca (2015). Om genus. 3., [omarb. och
uppdaterade] uppl. Goteborg: Daidalos

Gemzoe,Lena(2014).Feminism.2.,[uppdaterade] uppl.Stockholm:Bilda
Forlag & I1dé

16



17

Gottzén, Lucas&Jonsson,Rickard (eds.) (2012). Andraman: maskulinitet,
normskapande och jamstalldhet. 1. uppl. Malmo: Gleerups

hooks, bell (2000). Feminist theory: from margin to center. 2. ed.
Cambridge, Mass.: South End press

Nixon, Rob (2011). Slow violence and the environmentalism of the poor.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press

Rosenberg, Tiina (2006). Queerfeministisk agenda [Elektronisk resurs].
Stockholm: Atlas

Said, Edward W. (2000). Orientalism. [Ny utg.] Stockholm: Ordfront
Skeggs, Beverley (2004). Class, self, culture. London: Routledge

Stein, Gertrude (2003). Three lives & tender buttons. New York: Signet
Classic

Tsing, Anna Lowenhaupt, Gan, Elaine & Bubandt, Nils (eds.) (2017). Arts
oflivingonadamagedplanet.Minneapolis:Universityof MinnesotaPress

Thorn, Hakan, Eriksson, Catharina & Eriksson Baaz, Maria (red.) (1999).
Globaliseringenskulturer:denpostkolonialaparadoxen,rasismenochdet
mangkulturella samhallet. Nora: Nya Doxa

Young,IrisMarion(2005).Onfemalebodyexperience:"Throwinglikeagirl”
and other essays. New York: Oxford University Press

Zethson, Michell (2012). Materialiserade sexualiteter: om hur normer
framtrader, forhandlas och ges hdllbarhet. Diss. Stockholm : Stockholms
universitet, 2012



NOTES:

'Bonnevier, K. (2007). Behind straight curtains: towards a queer feminist
theory of architecture. Diss. Stockholm : Kungliga tekniska hogskolan,
2007. Stockholm.

2Fitz, A. & Krasny, E. (eds.) (2019). Critical care: architecture and
urbanism for a broken planet. Vienna: Architekturzentrum Wien.
3Haraway, D. J. (1988). Situated knowledges: The science question in
feminism and the privilege of partial perspective. Simians, cyborgs, and
women: The reinvention of nature.

4See for example Awan, N., Schneider, T. &Till, J. (2011). Spatial agency:
otherwaysofdoingarchitecture. Abingdon, Oxon [England]:Routledge.
>Butler,J.(1990).Gendertrouble:feminismandthesubversionofidentity.
New York: Routledge.

Frichot, H. (2019). Dirty Theory. (1. Auflage). Baunach: Spurbuchverlag.
’Krasny., E. (2022) Care Trouble: Thinking through gendered entang-
lements in architecture. In: Mary Pepchinski & Christina Budde (eds).
Women Architects and Politics: Intersections between Gender, Power
Structures and Architecture in the Long 20th Century. Transcript Verlag.
8 Ahmed, S. (2017). Living a feminist life. Durham: Duke University Press
?Intersectionality is a term coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989 to
describe the power dynamics of how multiple forms of inequality
“intersects”, e.g., in a way that makes gender understood differently if
also recognizing perspectives of race, ethnicity, sexuality etc.

'%In the strategic plan for Lund University 2017-2026,
interdisciplinarity is put forward as one of the keys to contribute to the
solution of complex societal problems.

""Halberstam, J. (2011). The queer art of failure. Durham, [N.C.]: Duke
University Press.

2Rendell, J. (2021). A way with words: feminists writing architectural
design research. In: Design research in architecture (pp. 117-136).
Routledge.

3Krasny, E. (2015). Feminist thought and curating: On method.
OnCurating, 2015, 26:53-71.
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