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 (in)Visible Rivers  
Creating a flooding resilient system and new urban spaces in Curitiba - Brazil  
Curitiba is the capital of the state of Paraná, in the south of Brazil. The main environmental issue Curitiba faces 
today is related to flooding and cloudburst events. They are caused not only because of climate change but also 
due to the piping of many rivers, the pollution on the water systems and irregular settlements around the 
floodplains.  
The rivers that were once part of the culture and daily life of people - as well as serving as the birthplace of the 
city - are not really part of Curitiba today. They are hidden under streets and infrastructure or treated as 
sewage. Working with the rivers could bring not only environmental benefits but also social ones, where the 
river is given back to all citizens, serving as a space of social gathering.  
Therefore, this thesis project works on two key layers: the environmental one - dealing with flooding, and the 
social one - creating a gathering space which allows new connections between nature and people, as well as 
the recovery of the history and identity of the river. On a broad way, the thesis aim is to turn a “problem” – 
rivers and heavy rain – into an opportunity. 
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A ROOM FOR WATER Designing for Flooding. The case of a Medium-Size Mexican City. Mexico 
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A Room for Water. 
Designing for Flooding. The case of a Medium-Size Mexican City. 
Margarita Rodríguez 
Floods are the most frequent hazard that affects around 2.3 billion people each year. This 
natural disaster can occur in every continent and human activity has been contributing to 
the increasing adverse impacts of flood events. This urban design proposal explores the 
possibilities of creating a sustainable area that can work alongside floods. 
The project site is located in Morelia, Mexico. The city suffers from floods and every year it 
affects around 76 neighborhoods located near the river bank. The proposal looks towards 
the creation of a proof of concept that can be reproduce in different locations along the 
river to reduce the negative impacts of flooding. The areas should give space for the water 
and at the same time be developed and offer recreational spaces that can be enjoyed by 
the cities inhabitants. 
There are three main strategies use to achieve these: Re-Naturalize, Re-Build and Re- 
Connect. The strategies basically create an area that can allow flooding while cleaning 
water, developing water resilient typologies and creating accessible public spaces for the 
city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13:00 Suzete Timba 

THE ARCHITECT’S ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN CITIES 



Maputo-city case study, Mozambique  
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 The architect's role in the development of African Cities  
The urbanization process is happening faster than any of us could expect, the population is growing in larger 
numbers, cities are rapidly becoming megacities and public space getting more attention as the solution to 
keep the balance between all of this growth.  
This project takes a look at the city development process in an African city that by taking part in this race to 
urbanization and growth is losing its track on the quality of spaces it is creating. A process that is being 
replicated and taken as a reference, completely damaging the public spaces and creating isolated communities.  
What to do when the desire to change is not the only factor that matters?When politics, priorities and culture 
start to define the space around us. How far can one go to make sure some of the cities basics needs are 
accessible to all citizens and changes their quality of life? 
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Open the gates. 
This thesis project is based on relationship between social and spatial factors in many different levels, 
relation between two kinds off people living standards, buildings and the land, indoors and out doors 
spaces, public and private. Socoexistence, communication and interaction are my key words to 
translate all my ideas in a project, how to shape people’s daily life, how to encourage them to open 
their closed doors and let them communicate in a livable environment, how to activate streets for 
everyone, not only for people in cars, provide open recreation areas and remove barriers, how to 
free minds and let people experience happy moments. 
Moving through three gradual urban scales , cityscale, neighborhood scale and units scale, allowed 
me to explore different design perspectives. Have an overall sight and dive in to details,trying to 
solve social and spatial problems in the country. My point of departure was my knowledge about my 
home country and its way of building formal and informal urban cities, linking it to the experience 
and knowledge I have gained the last two years, could make me havea better understanding at many 
different levels of urban design. 
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LUND SYDVÄSTRA, Mitigating the housing crisis in sweden’s  
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For people who live in Sweden, the term ‘housing crisis’ has become an everyday component of life. 
Complaints about the difficulty of finding a place to live in big cities like Stockholm or Gothenburg cannot be 
considered as something extraordinary, but these days Sweden’s housing shortage is seen as a serious national 
problem. In accordance to the country’s National Board of Housing, Building and Planning, 255 of Sweden’s 290 
municipalities now report a housing shortage and this might be considered as the highest amount since the 
agency started recording data.  

 
Lund is a university town and students is one of the main reasons of the growing pressure on the housing 

market. In the most likely scenario of development, Lund will experience a stable growth in the nearest couple 
of decades. According to forecasts made by Lund Municipality, Lund’s population might reach 200 000 
inhabitants in 40 years. One of the major problems Lund is currently facing is an acute shortage of housing. The 
pressure on the housing market started to emerge a couple of decades ago and, since the population growth of 
the last decade exceeded all expectations, the existing construction pace is a way too low to supply an amount 
of housing needed to accommodate all the people. 

 
Lund Sydvästra is highlighted as an important area for future development. It is marked by municipalities 

as an ‘important point’ for regional cooperation and development. The master plan for the area has not been 
approved and the planning process is still undergoing, hence, there is a place for new ideas and solutions which 
would contribute into mitigation of the housing shortage in the region.   

 
 


