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Albena Yaneva

Archives: How Architecture Makes History

The lecture will offer insights on the effects of archives’ relation with architecture as a complex
enterprise that starts and ends much beyond the act of building, or the life of specific artefacts or
creators. Drawing on ethnography of the Canadian Centre of Architecture and interviews with
practitioners (Alvaro Siza and Peter Eisenman), Yaneva scrutinizes what constitutes an archive in
architecture, what form it takes, and what systems of classification and epistemology it performs
at specific times. Following different moves of archiving in the practices of conservators, archivists,
librarians, cataloguers, digital archivists, museum technicians, curators and architects, she

traces the documentary techniques, the experimental tactics and the technologies needed to
produce an archive. This is also a story about how architectural collections are shaped so to form
the epistemological basis of Architectural History.

Albena Yaneva is Professor of Architectural Theory at the University of Manchester. She has been
Visiting Professor at Princeton School of Architecture and Parsons School of Design. After a PhD
in Sociology and Anthropology from Ecole Nationale Superieure des mines de Paris (2001) with
Bruno Latour, Yaneva has worked at Harvard University, the Max-Planck Institite for the History
of Science in Berlin and the Austrian Academy of Science in Vienna.

In 2017 she was awarded the Lise Meitner Visiting Chair in Architecture at Lund University,
Sweden. Her research is transdisciplinary and spans the boundaries of science studies, cognitive
anthropology, architectural theory and political philosophy.



